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SUBJ: PUBLIC STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN, PNCB 

1. EMBASSY IS QUOTING BELOW A GOP PRESS INFORMATION 
RELEASE SUMMARIZING A PAK RADIO INTERVIEW OF SAHIBZADA 
RAOOF ALL NEW CHAIRMAN OF PAKISTAN NARCOTICS CONTROL 
BOARD. THE STATEMENT IS OF INTEREST AS THE FIRST PUBLIC 
STATEMENT OF MR. RAOOF ALLS VIEWS ON NARCOTICS. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. ALL TIME HIGH NARCOTICS SEIZURES: 

PLANS FOR REHABILITATION OF ADDICTS AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
POPPY GROWING AREAS - RAWALPINDI, OCT. 13: VARIOUS 
MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNMENT FOR THE STRICT 
ENFORCEMENT OF NARCOTICS LAWS HAVE YIELDED HANDSOME 
DIVIDENDS, SAID SAHIBZADA RAOOF ALI, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
PAKISTAN NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD IN AN INTERVIEW BROAD- 
CAST FROM RADIO PAKISTAN THIS MORNING. 

HE SAID THE SEIZURES OF NARCOTICS MADE DURING THE 
LAST 18 MONTHS HAVE HIT AN ALL-TIME HIGH RECORD. 

THE QUANTITY OF CHARAS SEIZED DURING 1973 REGISTERED 
A SIX-FOLD INCREASE AS COMPARED TO THAT OF THE PRECEDING 
YEAR WHEREAS SEIZURES OF ILLICIT OPIUM INCREASED BY ALMOST 
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100 PERCENT DURING THIS PERIOD, HE CONTINUED. 
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DURING THE CURRENT YEAR, THE TEMPO OF WORK HAS 
FURTHER ACCELERATED AND THE SEIZURES OF OPIUM MADE DURING 
THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF THE CURRENT YEAR ALONE HAVE 
EXCEEDED THE FIGURES FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR 1973, HE ADDED. 

THE CHAIRMAN SAID THAT THE SEIZED CHARAS IS DESTROYED, 

BUT OPIUM IS HANDED OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT OPIUM FACTORY 
FOR PROCESSING. THIS FACTORY THEN ISSUES IT TO LICENSED 
PHARAMACISTS, ETC., FOR MEDICINAL USE. 

HE SAID THE BRITISH VIEWED OPIUM AS A SOURCE OF 
GOVERNMENT REVENUE ALONE, BUT THE POLICY OF THE PEOPLE S 
GOVERNMENT REGARDING PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
OPIUM IS ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT. THE POLICY OF PAKISTAN 
IN THIS REGARD IS GUIDED BY HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS, WHICH 
AMONG OTHER THINGS AIMS AT THE EVENTUAL REHABILITATION 
OF THE ADDICTS. 

SAHIBZADA RAOOF ALI SAID THAT UNDER THE U.N. SINGLE 
CONVENTION OF 1961, ALL MEMBER COUNTRIES ARE OBLIGED TO 
RESTRICT THE USE OF OPIUM EXCLUSIVELY FOR MEDICINAL 
PURPOSES BY 1979. 

IN ORDER TO MEET ITS INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS 
EFFECTIVELY AND KEEPING IN VIEW THE GROWING MENACE OF 
NARCOTICS THE WORLD OVER, THE GOVERNMENT RECONSTITUTED 
THE PAKISTAN NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD IN MARCH LAST YEAR. 

REHABILITATION OF ADDICTS: 

HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT PLANS TO ESTABLISH FIVE 
CLINICS - AT KARACHI, LAHORE, RAWALPINDI. PESHAWAR 
AND QUETTA - FOR THE TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION OF THE 
ADDICTS. BESIDES, IT IS ALSO PROPOSED TO SET-UP 
REGISTRATION CENTRES UNDER THE DISTRICT HEALTH OFFICERS 
IN EVERY DISTRICT FOR REGISTRATION OF THE ADDICTS. 

CONTINUING, THE CHAIRMAN SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS ALREADY SENT ABROAD SIX DOCTORS FOR A FOUR-MONTH 
TRAINING IN THE LATEST TECHNIQUES OF THE TREATMENT OF 
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DEVELOPMENT PLANS: 

THE CHAIRMAN SAID THAT THE BOARD IS ALSO BUSY IN 
FORMULATING PLANS FOR THE INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT OF 
POPPY GROWING AREAS. THE PROPOSED PROJECTS FOR DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THESE AREAS MAY INCLUDE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
ACTIVITIES AND INCENTIVES FOR POPPY GROWERS TO CHANGE OVER 
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TO OTHER CROPS AND ACTIVITIES. UNDER THE COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT PROIECTS, IT IS PROPOSED TO ESTABLISH COTTAGE 
INDUSTRIES, CONSTRUCT LINK ROADS AND IMPROVE WATER 
RESOURCES, FORESTS AND RANGE LANDS, MR. RAOOF ADDED. 

PUBLIC EDUCATION: 

THE CHAIRMAN SAID THAT WITH A VIEW TO APPRISING THE 
PEOPLE OF THE HAZARDS OF NARCOTICS ADDICTION, THE BOARD 
HAS ALSO CHALKED OUT AN INTENSIVE PROGRAM OF PUBLIC 
EDUCATION FOR CREATING THE NECESSARY MOTIVATION IN THE 
VARIOUS RELATED SECTORS. END TEXT. 

BYROADE 
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